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thereon the first vulture alighted. Then he turned his face towards Autharitus, saying slowly, with an indefinable smile :
" Do you recall the lions on the road to Sicca ?"
" They were our brothers !" answered the Gaul, as he expired."
The Suffete during this period had broken through the walls, and attained the citadel. Under a gust of wind the smoke suddenly flew upwards, disclosing the horizon as far as the walls of Carthage ; he believed even that he could distinguish the people who watched from the platform of Eschmoun ; then he turned his eyes, and perceived to the left, on the lake shore, thirty immense crosses.
In fact, to render the crosses more frightful, they liad constructed them out of tent-poles lashed end to end ; so that the thirty bodies of the crucified Elders appeared high up in the sky. On their bosoms gleamed, like white butterflies, the feathers of the arrows shot at them from below.
On the summit of the tallest shone a broad, gold fillet; it hung upon the shoulder of the crucified one, for the arm on that side was wanting ; and Haniilcar with difficulty recognised Hanno. His spongy bones giving way under the iron nails, portions of his limbs had become detached, and there only remained on the cross shapeless fragments, like portions of animals hung upon a hunter's door.
The Suffete had been unable to learn anything of Matho's sally : the city before him concealed all that lay beyond at the back ; and the captains sent successively to the two generals had not returned. Then the fugitives came, recounting the rout; and